Report Water Waste
Notice water waste? Report it! Valley Water’s
inspectors respond to reports of water waste and
violations of local water use restrictions. To report
water waste, you can call (408) 630-2000, email
WaterWise@valleywater.org, or download their
Access Valley Water app. For more information,
visit www.watersavings.org.

Mosquitofish are natural predators of mosquito
larvae. They are low maintenance and are offered
for free by the District. Visit www.sccvector.org/
mosquitofish for more information.

Rain Barrels and
Mosquitoes

Resources
Valley Water
(408) 265-2600
https://www.valleywater.org/

Do I have mosquitoes?
The County of Santa Clara Vector Control District
will identify specimens free of charge.
Monday – Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Not open on holidays

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(800) 232-4636
https://www.cdc.gov/
Environmental Protection Agency
(415) 947-8000
https://www.epa.gov/

Vector Control District
County of Santa Clara
Adult mosquito size

Adult Cranefly size
Not a disease vector/non-biting

Specimens may be dropped off at the District
office. Photos of specimens may also be
emailed to vectorinfo@cep.sccgov.org. Live
samples are preferred.

1580 Berger Drive
San Jose, CA 95112
M-F 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office: (408) 918-4770
Fax: (408) 298-6356
vectorinfo@cep.sccgov.org
www.sccvector.org

www.sccvector.org

(408) 918-4770

What do rain barrels have
to do with mosquitoes?
• Mosquitoes need standing water to lay their

eggs, and rain barrels provide the perfect
environment for them if they are not maintained
properly.

• Overflowing water collected on the lid is more

than enough water for mosquitoes to lay their
eggs.

• If the tops of rainbarrels are perforated or the

screen is too large, mosquitoes can access the
water inside the rain barrel.

• Modified and decorative tops have indentations
that hold water for mosquitoes to breed.

Mosquito Life Cycle

Prevent Mosquito Breeding

• Female mosquito lays eggs in standing water.

• Cover the intake opening with a double layer of
1/16 inch fine mesh.

• Larvae hatch from the eggs and shed their skin

• Leave an air gap between the hoses/
downspouts and the rain barrel.

• Pupae are in a resting stage and do not feed

• Choose a rain barrel with a smooth top, remove
water immediately after it rains, or keep the
depressions filled with sand.

Eggs hatch within a few days.

multiple times before molting into pupae.
during this time.

• Pupae shed their skins and adults emerge.
• Newly emerged adults rest on the water surface
until their wings are dry enough to fly away.

• Females mate and the cycle starts again.
• Mosquitoes can go from eggs to adults in only a
week.

Mosquito-borne Diseases

Rainwater Capture Rebate

• Mosquitoes pose a serious health risk to humans

• If you have an existing gutter or downspout

as they can carry deadly diseases like West Nile
virus, St. Louis encephalitis, Western equine
encephalitis, Zika, malaria, yellow fever, and
dengue.

• Different mosquitoes can carry different

diseases, but not all mosquitoes are infected.

system not currently capturing rainwater,
Valley Water provides a rebate program to help
residents and business owners install rain
barrels, cisterns, and rain gardens.

• Those wishing to participate or for more

information, visit www.watersavings.org.

• Screen the overflow port opening with two
layers of 1/16 inch fine mesh. If left open, it
provides an access point for mosquitoes.
• Screen the opening of the valve with two layers
of 1/16 inch fine mesh and keep the valve
closed. Remove the remaining water and let the
barrel completely dry between rains.
• Periodically scrub the inside of the rain barrel
with warm soapy water to remove mosquito
eggs that could be attached inside the barrel
walls.
• Regularly check the barrel for cracks or leaks.
• Replace mesh screen as needed and regularly
use all the water inside the barrel.

